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Young Marine of the Year

To me, being Young Marine of the Year is notjust a simple title and fancy award.
itis an amazing opportunity; the once in a lifetime chance, as a child, to make my
mark on the world. and t© have my voice to be heard. 1tis the ability to make 2
dgifference in the lives of others and to place my fooiprint in history. To be able o
accomplish something so big and knowing 1 did it by myself makes me feel coment.
This is more than an honor to be selected o have a chance to be the Young Marine of
the Year. Itis my goal to always represent the Young Marines to the best of my ability,
even when | graduate out of the Young Marines,

F understand that hard work, teamwork, and determination is what leads t©
success. Anyone can do (tif they just believe in themselves and sach other, A sim‘pte
“well done” can be the tWwiming pointin someone’s struggles. | have lived and watched
my mother-and those [ love. | have learned fromthem and through them. I the few
short years-of my life, | have been taught that nothing is too hard fo overcome. | have
lhved through a totand survived & ot Through evervihing, | have learned “thatlife is
good and even when it's not, you can just dance sitly anyway", a phrase my mom said
| came up with when | was five vears old while pointing outthat | noticed something
was wrong because she was "silly happy™.

| have a yearning for knowledge and a deep desire to leave my footorintin this
wallk of [iTe. | wantto be that persen that everyone remermbers what they do, butno one
reimembers their name. Like the guotes where the author is unknown but people live
by them. Life is how we make it 1, for one, want to meke my life full, guiet and
prideful, yet humble. | make things happen and gei things accomplished every day
hecause | am blessed enough to have a famity and be part of a team that tells me
“go for it". Young Marines has taught me thati can be more and do more it | just
believe in myselr. ithas taught me thatlimitations are limitfess when working
together. [ am hapov being me.

As Young Marine of the Year, | want to bring young people out of the shadows
and get them invoived. | want everyone regardless of their age or race to know that
they are unigue end have the ability to make a difference. Like the saying goes, "If
you judge a fish by its ability to climb a free, it will spend its whole life believing itis
stuptd” - author unknown. | want every vouth and aduli to compete with themselves
and only themselves on a dally basis to do more and ba more than they were the day
before. Most importantly, | wantthem to feel the satisfaction that comes from
accomplisning this on their own. | wantthem to build up their self-confidence and
self-worth so that they have the courage and confidence to sav no. Whether itis facing
arugs or sex, | want neir voice be heard so that the ground shakes. Cnce this is
accomplished | want to show them that when we get together and plan, it makas an
even bigger impact. With every person puiling in their all, using their individual
strengihs, and applyving it as a team effort, we have the nower 1o move mounains.

| know that just because | could be Young Marine of the year doesn't mmean 1 am
better than anyone else, Everyone can go as far as | have, possibly further. | want all
Young Marines to know they can make a difference. They can stop the drug abuse.
They are in control of whatthey do. All they have to do is “just Do It". As Young
Marines, we need to live a healthy lifestyle, free of drugs, working as a gamto
strengthen the lives of America’s youth and make a difference in this world. On our
own we may be strong, but together, working as a team, we are unstoppable.
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