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Marines Ken Parker, James Lee, Devell
Durham and Lewis Rice participated in the
2021 Vietnam War Veterans Memorial Day
Wreath Laying Ceremony at the Johnston
County Courthouse, Sunday, March 28th.
Hosted by the Daughters of the American
Revolution. WELCOME HOME!

COMMITTEE REPORTS
VA Hospital Visit Committee: Visits postponed by the VA until further
notice.
Adopt A Highway: TBD
Good Business: TBD
Scholarship Committee: Applications have been sent to all Johnston County
Schools.
Golf Tournament: TBD

From Senior Vice Commandant, Robert Long: “The past year has been one of the toughest challenges we
have ever faced in my lifetime. The COVID-19 pandemic turned everyone’s world upside down, closing businesses,
vastly affecting social interaction between families and friends, and of course the inconceivable numbers of deaths
and hospitalizations. Our family of Marines, Navy Corpsmen and Chaplains were able to meet only a handful of times
due to the Governor’s restrictions. Hopefully, most of you have gotten vaccinated and we may be able to approach
some semblance of normalcy this year. I was recently devastated by the death of my loving wife of over 44 years and
can safely say the success I had in my Marine Corps career was due to her tremendous support and hard work right
alongside of me. From helping me study for exams to helping me prepare for inspections, she was my ace in the
hole. I was truly moved and honored to have so many of you at Robin’s Celebration of Life service. I am also deeply
honored to have been nominated and elected as your next Commandant. I can only hope and pray that I can do as
good of a job that Bill has done these last two years. Thank you, gentlemen, and Semper Fi!”

MURPHY’S LAWS OF COMBAT OPERATIONS
1. FRIENDLY FIRE – ISN’T.
2. RECOILLESS RIFLES – AREN’T.
3. SUPPRESSIVE FIRES – WON’T.
4. YOU ARE NOT SUPERMAN.
5. A SUCKING CHEST WOUND IS NATURE’S WAY OF TELLING YOU
TO SLOW DOWN.
6. IF IT’S STUPID, BUT IT WORKS, IT ISN’T STUPID.
7. TRY TO LOOK UNIMPORTANT. THE ENEMY MAY BE LOW ON
AMMO AND NOT WANT TO WASTE A BULLET ON YOU.
8. IF AT FIRST YOU DON’T SUCCEED, CALL IN AN AIRSTRIKE.
9. IF YOU ARE FORWARD OF YOUR POSITION, YOUR ARTILLERY
WILL FALL SHORT.
10.
NEVER SHARE A FOXHOLE WITH ANYONE BRAVER THAN
YOURSELF.
MORE TO COME………

FROM THE COMMANDANT’S DESK

Two years. Sometimes it seems to fly by. Sometimes it seems to drag. I think we can all agree that
2020 was a DRAG! We missed a few Detachment Business meetings and other highly anticipated events due
to Covid restrictions. The VA Bingo nights. The Christmas party and Christmas Parade. The DoNC 50th
Anniversary. Above all of that is the missed fellowship and camaraderie of Marines. Not only of our own
Detachment, but of the Department, Division and National levels.
Two years. Being the Commandant from 2019 to 2021 has definitely been a learning experience, but I
thank the good Lord that I had some great Marines to support me. Not only the other elected or appointed
officers, but you, the members of the Carry-On Detachment have helped us all be successful. Every discussion
about a motion was necessary and informative. (Some a bit long winded….) Every suggestion, every opinion,
every correction (Tim), all important. A Detachment does not run without the Marines in the seats and every
Marine has a voice. I thank every one of you for support of this Detachment.
Outside of this damned pandemic, the Detachment has done some good things. The monetary
donations to several causes. Our presence at several local and a couple not so local functions. The completion
of our first scholarship. The more recent move to a different, and I believe, better meeting location. I’m sure
that I’m probably missing a couple things, but there are two that I’m especially proud of, and they have not
happened because of my being Commandant.
The first: I realize that not all our members are golfers, but a few of you have come out during our
monthly outings and we’ve built what I would like to think are some good friendships. Especially since you’ve
watched my spectacularly bad skills on the links. It may not be golf, but I would like to see more of our
Marines do things like this. Maybe a card game. It’s been a while since I’ve played Spades. Maybe Bob’s
favorite, bowling. Maybe get out and throw some horseshoes or cornhole. Maybe just getting together for a
lunch. WE’RE MARINES! LET’S BLOW SOMETHING UP! Okay, maybe not that, but how about going out and
putting some rounds down range. The Detachment doesn’t have to be strictly business meetings once a
month. I believe that Carry-On will only get stronger the more we get to know each other, be it as a
Detachment or as a smaller part of the Detachment.
The second thing I’m proud of is getting involved with the Toys For Tots campaign. Our Adj/Paymaster
Ken Parker has been our Coordinator and is doing a fantastic job. The past two Christmas seasons we’ve had
more of our members help Ken by getting the collection boxes out and then collecting and delivering the toys
to the Reserve Center in Raleigh. I’ve been excited about T4T because of the use of the train that we received
from the Alan D. Lamb Detachment. We had it on display at the two different Walmart stores in the Clayton

area. Then we entered it in the 2019 Clayton Christmas parade. SVC Bob Long looked like an excited little kid
while driving it in that parade. During the coming months I will be cleaning it up and hopefully lessened
restrictions will allow us to use it more during the 2021 Christmas season. Also, I hope that even more of our
Marines will help with the distribution and collection of the boxes. T4T is a historically successful Marine
Corps driven charity and very much worth our effort to support.
And now, my two-year reign of tyranny is coming to an end. You, the membership, have nominated
and elected a good group of Marines to lead the Detachment in the 2021-2022 year. Bob Long has been a
great addition to the Carry-On Detachment and he has worked hard for us since his election to Judge Advocate
several years ago and will continue to do great work as our Commandant.
As for me, I will continue to work for the Detachment in any way I can. I’ll be the Marine in the back
wearing my cover, casual white dress shirt tucked into a pair of PT green silkies and wearing combat boots.

THANK YOU, AND SEMPER FI!
Respectfully submitted Commandant William Dunn

Our future
Tuesday, April 13th, 1900 hrs. The Carry-On Detachment 1236 Business Meeting / Installation of Officers. Family is
welcome to join us for the installation. The installing officer will be DVC William Brown.

Our past
April 3, 1945, Marines with the 3rd Amphibious Corps continued to progress along their front on the
Japanese island of Okinawa, clearing Zampa Misaki and seizing the Katchin Peninsula. This
effectively cut the island in two and was accomplished more than a week ahead of the schedule
originally set by Marine Corps leaders.
April 10, 1959, Lieutenant Colonel John H. Glenn, Jr. was named as one of the original seven Project
Mercury astronauts selected for space training. All seven astronauts were volunteers and were
selected by NASA out of a pool of 110 candidates, all of whom were leading military test pilots. Just
under three years later, in February of 1962, Glenn became the first American to orbit the Earth.

April 12-13, 1918, During the late night and early morning hours, the 4th marine Brigade suffered its
first gas attack by German forces. In the attack, German forces bombarded the 74th Company, 6th
Marines near Verdun, France with mustard gas. Nine Marine officers and 305 enlisted Marines were
gassed during the attack and evacuated. 30 Marines were killed in the attack.
April 27, 1805, First Lieutenant Presley O'Bannon and seven other Marines, along with Greek and
Arab forces, who were under the command of American Consul William Eaton raised the American
flag over the fortress at Derne, a pirate stronghold in Tripoli. This was the first time the American flag
had been raised over a conquered fortress in the Old World. Two Marines were killed and another
was injured in the assault on the city.
April 28, 1993, the last A-6E Intruder was decommissioned from Marine Corps service. All-Weather
Attack Squadron 332 transferred the last Marine A-6E to St. Augustine, Florida, and prepared for the
squadron's transition to the F/A-18D and relocation from Cherry Point to Beaufort, South Carolina.

Our fallen

Tom Barrie. John Bullock. George Gillespie. Robert Moore.
Willard Pleasants. Gordon Young. Mark Wayne Williams.
Linwood Johnson. George Hartley. Patrick Goodrow.

