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Left: Dec. 2nd, The Carry-On Detachment 1236 led the Pledge of
Allegiance at the opening session for the County Commissioners
Meeting at the Johnston County Courthouse. Paul Scheppf,
Adj/Paymaster Ken Parker and Past Commandant Devell Durham.

Below: Dec. 14th, The Carry-On Detachment 1236
took part in the 2019 Clayton Christmas Parade. Jr
Vice Andrew Gould and Marine Jim George
carrying our banner. Commandant William Dunn
carrying our colors and Sr. Vice Robert Long
driving the Toys For Tots train.

Left: Dec. 12th, Commandant
William Dunn, Carry-On
Detachment 1236, presented
a $750.00 check to
Commander Troy Alcorn of
the American Legion
Leonard Moore Post 71 of
Clayton for their patriotism,
loyalty, and continued
support.

FROM THE COMMANDANT’S DESK

December was a busy month. We had a great turnout for the Christmas dinner at Grandson’s Buffet and the
gift exchange is always a great time. Then getting ready for and participating in the Clayton Christmas Parade. I can
say that it was my first-time taking part in a parade. It won’t be my last. There was a lot of pride shown to us from the
parade watchers, and it was great listening to all the younger children, “IT’S A TRAIN!”
Other than those two events, it seemed like every other day was spent driving around collecting Toys For
Tots. Which I loved doing! I would like to thank our Adj/Paymaster Ken Parker for being our coordinator. It amazes
me that he has been doing this on his own for a long time. This year I insisted on helping him. I’m also thankful for
Marines John Mott and Chris Hannifin for helping. The four of us covered a lot of ground and collected A LOT of toys!
2019 is out and 2020 is in. We did some great things last year. There is potential for some great things to
happen with our Detachment this year. It’s just going to take our members participation and commitment to make it
so. One thing I would like to see successful is our putting together the golf tournament. It’s a huge opportunity for
the Carry-On detachment to not only get our name out in the community, but to also raise funds for whatever charity
is going to be chosen as the beneficiary. But it’s also going to be a lot of work. A lot more than just the four Marines
that are on this committee.
We still have other committees, such as the Adopt A Highway, the Scholarship, the Good Business and Eagle
Scout committees. (By the way, it was great to have nine of our Marines at the VA visit last night!) It seems that it is
always the same small group of Marines that get involved with these. We need to get more of our membership
involved. Just last month, I said this in the newsletter…I know that not everybody is physically able to do some of
these, but a lot are. I’ll be the first to admit, that I can’t be at everything our Detachment does. We all have families,
appointments, JOBS! I’m not asking for your every minute, Marines. I’m just asking for more involvement. Even with
our monthly business meetings. It’s one day a month. Could you imagine if our total membership came to a business
meeting? We’d be there a lot longer than the normal two hours!

I’m sure you’ve seen these two posters before,
but here I am using them again. I WANT YOU, to
be more involved in making 2020 a successful
year for the Carry-On Detachment.
HAPPY NEW YEAR, MARINES!
Commandant William Dunn

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Eagle Scout Good Citizenship Awards:
Steven James Babel of Troop 64. Sunday, January 5th, at 1700hrs. Mount Zion United
Methodist Church, 15772 NC 50 North, Garner, NC, 27529.
John Ross Peedin of Troop 66. Sunday, January 12th at 1500hrs. Hopewell Free Will Baptist
Church, 5835 Black Creek Rd, Smithfield, NC, 27577

VA Hospital Visit Committee:

Pictured left to right: Sr. Vice Commandant Bob Long, Commandant Bill Dunn, Marine James "Willie" Williams, Adjutant/Paymaster Ken Parker, Jr. Vice
Commandant Andrew Gould, Sgt.-at-Arms Timothy Daniel, Past Commandant Devell "Bull" Durham Jr., Jr. Past Commandant Greg Quinn Sr., and
Marine Charles Guarneri

Dec. 31st, New Year’s Eve, we visited with Veterans at the Durham VA Hospital and hosted a bingo game for them,
showered them with love, thanked them for their service and let them know that they are not forgotten, and wish
them a Happy New Year!

March 31st, will be the next VA Bingo Night. Please meet at the parking lot beside the Clayton McDonalds
prior to 1800hrs.

Golf Committee: We need to be thinking about the Charity that we are putting this tournament together
for.

Adopt A Highway, Good Business, and Scholarship Committees:
These committees will be addressed at our January Business Meeting.
I can’t say enough about the two Marine Divisions. If I use words like ‘brilliant’, it
would really be an under-description of the absolutely superb job that they did in
breaching the so-called ‘impenetrable barrier’. It was a classic-absolutely classicmilitary breaching of a very, very tough minefield, barbed wire, fire trenches type
barrier.
Gen. Norman Schwarzkopf, U.S. Army
Commander, Operation Desert Storm, February 1991

Need a good book to read?
Crusade: The Untold Story of the Persian Gulf
War by Rick Atkinson. This definitive account of
the Gulf War relates the previously untold story of
the U.S. war with Iraq in the early 1990s. The
author follows the 42-day war from the first night
to the final day, providing vivid accounts of
bombing runs, White House strategy sessions,
firefights, and bitter internal conflicts.

You Are Worth It by Kyle Carpenter. A memoir
about the war in Afghanistan and Kyle’s heroics,
and it is also a manual for living. Organized
around the credos that have guided Kyle’s life
(from “Don’t Hide Your Scars” to “Call Your
Mom”), the book encourages us to become our
best selves in the time we’ve been given on earth.
Above all, it’s about finding purpose, regardless of
the hurdles that may block our way.
The youngest living Medal of
Honor recipient delivers
an unforgettable memoir that "will inspire
every reader” (Jim Mattis)

Our future
Tuesday, January 14th, 1830 hrs. The Carry-On Detachment 1236 Business Meeting.
Since the election for Officers is in March, we have this meeting and the February Business meeting to start
thinking of who we will be nominating for positions to lead this Detachment in the coming year.

Our past
10 January 1995: The Pentagon announced that 2,600 U.S. Marines would be deployed to Somalia for Operation
United Shield to assist in the final withdrawal of UN peacekeeping troops from Somalia.
16 January 1991: Operation Desert Shield became Operation Desert Storm as forces of the allied coalition
launched an all-out air campaign against targets in Iraq and occupied Kuwait in an effort to liberate Kuwait and
enforce the resolutions of the United Nations Security Council. Overall, in the theater of operations, the coalition
forces included more than 415,000 U.S. troops.
22 January 1969: Operation Dewey Canyon, perhaps the most successful high-mobility regimental-size action of
the Vietnam War, began in the A Shau/Da Krong Valleys when the 9th Marines, commanded by Colonel Robert H.
Barrow, and supporting artillery were lifted from Quang Tri. By 18 March the enemy's base area had been cleared
out, 1617 enemy dead had been counted, and more than 500 tons of weapons and ammunition unearthed.
25 January 1856: Marines and seamen from the U.S. sloop DECATUR went ashore at the village of Seattle,
Washington, to protect settlers from Indian raids. The Indians launched a seven-hour attack but were driven off later
that day after suffering severe losses. Incredibly, only two civilian volunteers were killed and no Marines or sailors
were lost.

Our fallen
Tom Barrie. John Bullock. George Gillespie. Robert Moore. Willard Pleasants. Gordon Young.
Mark Wayne Williams. Linwood Johnson. George Hartley. Patrick Goodrow.

