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Shout Out to Our Sisters
There have been Women in the United States
Marines since 1918, and women continue to
serve in it today. As of 2016, women make up
8% of all active enlisted Marines, and 7.5% of
active Officers. These numbers give the Marine
Corps the lowest ratio of women in all of the U.S
military branches. Women's presence in the
Marine Corps first emerged in 1918 when they
were permitted to do administrative work in an
attempt to fill the spots of male Marines fighting
overseas. It wasn't until 1948 that women were
able to become a permanent part of the Corps
with the passing of the Women's Armed Services
Integration Act. However, even with the
Integration Act, women were still banned from
certain Specialties. It was not until 2016 that
Defense Secretary Ash Carter announced that all
military occupations will be open to women
without exception. As of 2018, there are
currently 92 women serving in the Marine Corps
combat arms. In 2013 Leon Panetta removed the
military's ban on women serving in combat,
overturning the 1994 rule. Panetta's decision
gave the military services until January 2016 to
seek special exceptions if they believed any
positions must remain closed to women. The
services had until May 2013 to draw

up a plan for opening all units to women and
until the end of 2015 to actually implement it. In
2015 Joseph Dunford, the commandant of the
Marine Corps, recommended that women be
excluded from competing for certain front-line
combat jobs. That year a U.S. official confirmed
that the Marine Corps had requested to keep
some combat jobs open only to men. However,
in December 2015, Defense Secretary Ash
Carter stated that starting in 2016 all combat jobs
would open to women. In March 2016, Ash
Carter approved final plans from military service
branches and the U.S. Special Operations
Command to open all combat jobs to women,
and authorized the military to begin integrating
female combat soldiers "right away."
Also in 2016, a female lance corporal in the
Marines requested a lateral move into an infantry
"military occupational specialty," making her the
first female Marine to sign up for the infantry.
Also in 2017, there have been many females
breaking barriers in the Marine Corps. On the
enlisted side, PFC Maria Daume, who was born
in a Siberian prison and later adopted by
Americans, became the first female Marine to
join the infantry through the traditional entrylevel training process. On the officer side, First
Lt. Marina A.

Hierl became the first woman to graduate from
the infantry officer course of the Marine
Corps, and Second Lt. Mariah Klenke became
the first female officer to graduate from the
Marines' Assault Amphibian Officer course.
In early 2018, Col. Lorna M. Mahlock became
the first African American woman to be
nominated as a Brigadier general in the United
States Marine Corps. Semper Fidelis Sisters!
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Good of the League

03 DEC 2018, JoCo Marines lead the Pledge of Allegiance for the County Commissioners meeting. The Toys-for-Tots program took a
massive hit this year from the closing of its primary nationwide sponsor Toys-R-Us, but as Marines, we Improvise, Adapt, & Overcome
any given situation and came out on top with a Hasbro Inc. sponsor, the largest toymaker in the world. Semper Fi!

Tyler Croonquist, son to Grant Croonquist who was our former Judge
Advocate but relocated to Iowa, has graduated MCRD San Diego on 08 DEC
2018. Welcome to the Brotherhood.

In the words of our National Commandant, Wendell Webb, "The Marine Corps League is the alumni organization of the Marine Corps.
As the only Marine Corps Veteran service organization, we provide the camaraderie, structure and framework that today’s 30,000 plus
Marines need as they exit the Marine Corps."
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Greetings Fellow Marines,
I have always heard the expression that time flies. Well, I believe it. 2018 came and went in a flash. I hope
that you and your family had a very Blessed Christmas, with many wonderful memories that will last a
lifetime, always remembering the reason for the season. It is that time of the year when we celebrate
receiving the greatest gift of all in the birth of our Lord. Pauline and I pray that 2019 will be a heathy and
prosperous time for you and your loved ones. On December 11, 2018 in lieu of our regular Detachment
meeting, we had our annual Christmas party at the Golden Corral in Smithfield. Again, it was an
enormous success. Those in attendance appeared to have had a great time. Sitting back and watching the
interaction and laughter among my fellow Marines was to say the least a sign of true comradery.
This past year has been a good year for the Marine Corps League, and our Carry-On Detachment #1236.
At our March 2019 meeting we will be voting on a new slate of Officers for the coming year. Now is the
time to start thinking about who you want to nominate to fill those positions of leadership. More
information will be coming at our January meeting. This is a very important event. It will define what
direction we will go in the coming year. If you would like to be considered for one of these positions,
please let us know.
I know we have spent considerable time with family and friends this holiday season, but I want us to not
forget our fellow Marines and other Veterans who might not be as blessed as we are. A phone call or a
card would mean a whole lot to them. Keep them in your prayers. Give of yourself, to those who gave so
much. The Bible says in the 20th chapter of Acts, that it is better to give than receive. Sounds like good
advice to me!
Seek out new members each day so that we can grow and become a stronger part of the Marine Corps
League. God Bless.

Semper Fi! Greg Quinn, Commandant, Carry-On Detachment 1236 MCL
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Good Business Award Committee (Lewis W. Rice III – Chair)
➢ None scheduled at this time.

Eagle Scout Good Citizenship Award Committee (Lewis W. Rice III – Chair)

Troop 726 of Clayton, 22 DEC 2018.

Troop 33 of Clayton, 15 DEC 2018.

Troop 95 of Smithfield, 30 DEC 2018.

Youth Committee (Lewis W. Rice III – Chair)
➢ None scheduled at this time.
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VA Hospital Visit Committee (Ken Parker – Chair)
➢ None scheduled at this time.

Adopt-A-Highway Clean-Up Committee (Ken Parker – Chair)

➢ None scheduled at this time.

Scholarship Committee (Alfred Peavy – Chair)

Scholarship Committee: We voted on the four options for our scholarship, (1) one applicant from each
school selected by the school, (2) Any applicant from any public Johnston County High School, (3)
descendant of a Marine veteran, (4) descendant of any veteran. Results of the vote taken are as follows; choice (1) received 6
votes of the 13 Marines present, (2) received 2 votes, choices (3) and (4) were not voted due to majority vote on number (1).
Our scholarship applications will be limited to one applicant from each high school.

IN MEMORY OF OUR FALLEN MARINE BROTHERS AND SISTERS, FMF CORPSMEN AND CHAPLAINS

Tom Barrie, John Bullock, George Gillespie, Robert Moore, Willard Pleasants, Gordon
Young, Mark Wayne Williams, Linwood Johnson, and George Hartley.
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